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The case for change: co-occurrence and re-victimisation
have cumulative health impacts

► Violence and abuse is rarely 
experienced as a single incident

► Many people experience multiple forms 
of violence, abuse and neglect, either 
co-occurring or at different stages across 
their life 

► Health and wellbeing consequences are 
cumulative and may be incrementally 
worse for victims experiencing multiple 
types of abuse

► Yet, the current health system is often 
siloed, fragmented, and inconsistent



The case for change: health outcomes
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Infographics: Costello & Backhouse, 2019a. * This is the lower estimate in the research – the upper estimate is $30B 
Data sources: Burke-Harris, 2018; Costello & Backhouse, 2019b; AIHW, 2019; KPMG, 2016 & Access Economics et al, 2008

http://www.ecav.health.nsw.gov.au/van-statistics-and-research/

http://www.ecav.health.nsw.gov.au/van-statistics-and-research/
http://www.ecav.health.nsw.gov.au/van-statistics-and-research/
https://www.aihw.gov.au/getmedia/c076f42f-61ea-4348-9c0a-d996353e838f/aihw-bod-22.pdf.aspx?inline=true
https://www.dss.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/08_2016/the_cost_of_violence_against_women_and_their_children_in_australia_-_summary_report_may_2016.pdf
http://earlytraumagrief.anu.edu.au/files/Access%20Economic%20Report_Exec%20Summary_FINAL.pdf
http://www.ecav.health.nsw.gov.au/van-statistics-and-research/
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The case for change: health responses
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Primary prevention
stopping violence, abuse and neglect 
before it starts by tackling root causes 

Early intervention 
with individuals and groups at 

high risk of perpetrating 
violence, abuse and neglect

Response
preventing recurring 
violence, abuse and 

neglect

Supporting 
recovery

The solution: an integrated public health response

Preventing 
health
consequences

Minimising 
health

consequences

Infographic: Costello & Backhouse, 2019a adapted from Webster, 2016

Infographic: Costello & Backhouse, 
2019a. Data source: NSW Health, 2019b

https://d2rn9gno7zhxqg.cloudfront.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/19025309/28-10-16-BOD-Compass.pdf
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/parvan/Pages/van-redesign-program.aspx
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VAN Redesign Program – key deliverables
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The Framework – putting integration into practice
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System design principles –
integration in practice
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VAN Services 
service model
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Trauma-informed and trauma-specific care for NSW Health

http://www.ecav.health.nsw.gov.au/van-statistics-and-research/

Infographics: adapted from 70/30 Campaign (WAVE Trust, 2018) (including adding 6th principle) 
and blue trauma-specific service quote from NSW Health, 2019b.

http://www.ecav.health.nsw.gov.au/van-statistics-and-research/
https://www.70-30.org.uk/infographics/
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/parvan/Pages/case-for-change.aspx
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Questions?
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Key contacts and resources
►Lorna McNamara, Director, Prevention and Response to Violence, 

Abuse and Neglect (PARVAN) Unit, lorna.mcnamara@health.nsw.gov.au

►Dr Mayet Costello, Manager, Violence, Abuse and Neglect (VAN) 
Integration, PARVAN, mayet.costello@health.nsw.gov.au

►VAN Redesign Program (including The Case for Change): 
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/parvan/Pages/van-redesign-program.aspx

► Integrated Violence, Abuse and Neglect Statistics and Research 
Project: https://www.ecav.health.nsw.gov.au/Resources/Publications-
Reports/the-integrated-violence-abuse-and-neglect-statistics-and-
research-project

mailto:lorna.mcnamara@health.nsw.gov.au
mailto:mayet.costello@health.nsw.gov.au
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/parvan/Pages/van-redesign-program.aspx
https://www.ecav.health.nsw.gov.au/Resources/Publications-Reports/the-integrated-violence-abuse-and-neglect-statistics-and-research-project
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