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One hundred people hospitalised each day from road trauma 
 
Thursday 20 September, 2018 
 

New data released by the Productivity Commission shows there were more than 37,000 people 

hospitalised across Australia as a result of traffic accidents in the 2015-16 financial year. 

Sydney trauma surgeon Dr John Crozier says this equates to around 100 people receiving hospital care 

each day as a result of road accidents while other Australians languish on elective surgery waiting lists. 

“This year to date there have been 766 fatalities on our roads – that’s an average of nearly 100 people 

every month. 

“For each one admitted at least seven others are managed in hospitals each day, for periods less than 24 
hours. These are not just statistics, they’re people with lives and loved ones and it is an unacceptable 
tragedy which we must respond to with a commensurate scale and stimulus,” Dr Crozier said. 
 
Dr Crozier co-chaired the Australian Government’s independent inquiry into road safety, which provided 

its report to the Deputy Prime Minister Michael McCormack on 12 September at Parliament in Canberra. 

He said he wants senior infrastructure officials and ministers who are meeting in the coming weeks to 

consider the recommendations of the inquiry, and whether a death toll of 766 is acceptable. 

“We have seen a decade of lost opportunities to halt the silent epidemic of serious injury on Australian 

roads, as governments selectively implement proven solutions,” Dr Crozier said. 

“As the Deputy Prime Minister tweeted this week, most drivers support rules and enforcement to address 

risks to road safety, such as random breath testing, driver drug testing, 40km/h speed limits in high 

pedestrian areas, and point to point speed enforcement. 

“It’s time for governments to take serious action on road safety.” 

View the full Inquiry report and factsheet, and watch a short video from the launch. 

2015-16 Traffic accident hospitalisations 
NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT Aust 

11 123 9 261 8 356 2 937 2 630 661 651 723 37 073 

Source: Report on Government Services 2018, Part C Chapter 6, Productivity Commission 

2018 Road fatalities 
NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT Aust 

245 134 176 106 43 21 7 34 766 

Source: Australian Road Deaths Database (Data current to August 2018) 

 

About the Royal Australasian College of Surgeons (RACS) 

RACS is the leading advocate for surgical standards, professionalism and surgical education in Australia and New 
Zealand. The College is a not-for-profit organisation that represents more than 7000 surgeons and 1300 surgical 
trainees and International Medical Graduates. RACS also supports healthcare and surgical education in the Asia-
Pacific region and is a substantial funder of surgical research. There are nine surgical specialties in Australasia being: 
Cardiothoracic surgery, General surgery, Neurosurgery, Orthopaedic surgery, Otolaryngology Head-and-Neck 

https://www.surgeons.org/media/25717093/NRSS-Inquiry-Final-Report-September-2018.pdf
https://www.surgeons.org/media/25717090/NRSS-Inquiry-Factsheet-September-2018.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MAvSncvMOy8
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surgery, Paediatric surgery, Plastic and Reconstructive surgery, Urology and Vascular surgery.  
www.surgeons.org 

http://www.surgeons.org/

