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Professional Standards

Trauma Committee

Fellowship Experience Ref. No. | TOR-3014

1.

PURPOSE AND SCOPE

These Terms of Reference establish the RACS Trauma Committee (RTC).

KEYWORDS

Trauma, Road Safety, Advocacy, Quality Improvement, Trauma Care

BODY OF POLICY

The RACS Trauma Committee is responsible for coordinating activities that support efforts to
reduce the effects from injury, by both optimal care of injured patients and community based
prevention initiatives. The goal is to maintain the highest standards of care in trauma surgery in
its broadest sense using an integrated and cooperative approach with other organisations to
achieve the best possible outcome for the trauma patient.

3.1.

3.2,

3.3.

Duties and Responsibilities

The RTC duties and responsibilities include:

3.1.1.

3.1.2

3.1.5

Powers

To advise RACS on the scope and nature of surgical practice in trauma
services in Australia and Aotearoa New Zealand

To be responsible for the full range of issues relating to development and
implementation of policies and position statements on optimal trauma
management, prevention of injury, care of trauma patients, workforce and
education.

Collaborate, engage and consider the interests of key stakeholders
including surgical specialty and sub-specialty groups, hospitals and area
health networks and regulatory agencies on trauma care, prevention and
advocacy.

To advise and assist RACS with workforce issues relating to the provision
of trauma surgical services including recruitment, retention, training and
support for surgeons working in trauma services in Australia and Aotearoa
New Zealand.

To foster research in education and training of trauma surgeons.

The RTC will have powers to make recommendations to the Professional Standards
Committee (PSC) or Health Policy and Advocacy Committee (HPAC) (as appropriate)
on trauma and road safety related activity including submissions, government
engagement, media activity and professional development.

Composition and Size

Membership of the RTC will consist of representatives that encompass geographical
representation, training and standards, trauma groups and advocacy:
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3.3.1 Chair, Trauma Committee
3.3.2 Chair, Aotearoa New Zealand Trauma Committee
3.3.3 One representative from each Australian State and Territory
3.34 Two representatives from Aotearoa New Zealand
3.3.5 Chair, Trauma Care Verification Program Steering Committee
3.3.6 Chair, Definitive Surgical Trauma Course (DSTC) Committee (or nominee)
3.3.7 Chair, Emergency Management of Service Trauma (EMST) Committee (or
nominee)
3.3.8 Chair, Trauma Post-Fellowship Education and Training (PFET) Committee
(or nominee)
3.3.9 One Australian and New Zealand Association of Trauma Surgeons
(ANZAST) representative
3.3.10 One College of Intensive Care Medicine (CICM) representative
3.3.11 One Australasian College of Emergency Medicine (ACEM) representative
3.3.12 One Australia and New Zealand College of Anaethetist (ANZCA)
representative
3.3.13 One National Critical Care Trauma Response Centre (NCCTRC)
representative
3.3.14 One Australian and New Zealand Trauma Quality Improvement Program
(ANZTQIP) representative
3.3.15 One representative with expertise in road safety policy and advocacy
3.3.16 One representative with experience in trauma research
3.3.17 One representative from a regional, rural or remote trauma service
3.3.18 One representative for trauma rehabilitation

In Attendance:
3.3.19 Policy and Standards Lead (Professional Standards)

3.3.20 Secretariat (Professional Standards)

The Chair of the PSC (or nominee) or Chair of the HPAC (or nominee) may attend at
any time.

The RTC may co-opt other representatives as appropriate.

34 Tenure and Method of Appointment

In line with Council terms of appointment, a term of office shall be for a maximum of
three years, and membership shall be for a maximum of three terms.

3.4.1 Chair
The position of Chair shall alternative between an Australian representative
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and an Aotearoa New Zealand representative.

The RTC may decide to delegate certain matters to the Chair from time to
time. Any such delegation will be minuted and advised to the Chair in writing.

The Chair will be nominated by a majority of the RTC to PSC for confirmation.

3.4.2 Representatives from Australian States and Territories

Where a trauma sub-committee is active, the Chair of that committee will be
asked to be a representative or provide a nominee. Where no committee
exists, the State or Territory Committee will be asked to provide a
nomination.

3.4.3 Representatives from RACS Committees or Specialist Medical Colleges
Where a member is acting in capacity as a representative from a RACS
committee or specialist medical college, RACS will write to that committee or
college seeking a nomination.

3.4.4 Other representatives
All other members will be sought via expression of interest.

3.5 Meetings

There shall be up to four meetings each year. Subject to budget, one meeting may be
held face to face each year. All other meetings will be via videoconference.

3.6 Quorum

A quorum shall be a voting majority of the membership of the committee. In the
absence of the Chair, the RTC shall nominate an Acting Chair. If a temporary Chair
cannot be determined for that one meeting, a majority vote made by the committee will
decide the outcome.

3.7 Accountability and Reporting Structure

The RTC is accountable to the PSC. Minutes of the RTC will be provided to the Trauma
Care Verification Program Steering Committee for noting.

4, ASSOCIATED DOCUMENTS
Nil

Approver Professional Standards Committee
Authoriser Council
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