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1. PURPOSE AND SCOPE

This policy governs the Weary Dunlop Boon Pong (WDBP) Thai Travelling Fellowship. It covers
the selection, duration, value, frequency and conditions of the Fellowship as well as the
obligations of the Travelling Fellow.
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BODY OF POLICY
3.1. Background

Based on an initial request to explore the possibility of providing in-country follow-up
support for WDBP scholars after the completion of their training, and following
discussions between RACS and the Royal College of Surgeons Thailand (RCST), it
was agreed that an annual Travelling Fellowship would be established. Mentors of
WDBP Scholars would be encouraged to provide an expression of interest to visit their
WDBP Scholar in Thailand at his/her hospital for a two week follow-up
support/educational visit. The intention is that the Travelling Fellow will follow up on
their protégé to see how they are applying their new skills in their home environment as
well as act as an invited visiting Fellow to appropriate Thai institutions. This would
ideally occur 6 to 18 months after the WDBP Scholars’ completion of their
Australian/New Zealand attachment.

If the need arises, a Global Health team member, WDBP convenor, or representative of
the College may travel to Thailand and meet with RCST regarding WDBP-related
matters.

3.2. Selection Process

The Travelling Fellow/mentor will send a written request to the Chair of the Global
Health Scholarships Panel.

The Travelling Fellow must declare if the trip is a joint activity or co-funded by another
source.

Approval is contingient on the merits of the request and available funding.
3.3. 3.3 Duration of the Travelling Fellowship

The Travelling Fellow or College representative will visit Thailand for up to two weeks,
however this is to be negotiated on a case by case basis.

3.4. Frequency of the Travelling Fellowship

The Travelling Fellowship is awarded annually, providing that there is at least one
suitable applicant and funding as the corpus allows. No more than three
Fellows/mentors are to be awarded the Travelling Fellowship in one year.

3.5. Value of the Travelling Fellowship

The WDPB fund will cover the cost of one return economy airfare between Australia or
New Zealand and Thailand via the most direct route, one (1) night in-transit
accommodation and travel insurance, as required.
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3.6. Obligations of the Travelling Fellow

The Travelling Fellow will not be permitted to join in any surgeries or provide patient
care while in country.

The Travelling Fellow is expected to provide a report on their visit to the College
(through the Global Health Scholarships Panel) and to the RCST within two weeks of
their return.

The Travelling Fellow may be required (in addition to making scientific presentations if
requested) to speak briefly at formal or social functions. It is appropriate for him/her to
convey greetings to the RCST from the College and to act in an ambassadorial fashion
as befits the occasion.
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