


Pedestrian deaths on our roads have increased by 9.3% year-on-year.
BITRE data (2017 vs 2018) 





WHO Definition

• Any person who is travelling by walking for at 
least part of his or her journey. 

• May be using various modifications and aids to 
walking such as wheelchairs, motorized scooters, 
walkers, canes, skateboards, and roller blades.

• May carry items of varying quantities, held in 
hands, strapped on the back, placed on the head, 
balanced on shoulders, or pushed/pulled along. 

• A person is also considered a pedestrian when 
running, jogging, hiking, or when sitting or lying 
down in the roadway.



Burden of Disease Globally

• Each year - > 270 000 pedestrians die 

• Constitute 22% of all road traffic fatalities - some 
countries as high as 2/3 of all road traffic deaths. 

• Millions of pedestrians are injured – many with 
permanent disabilities. 

• The actual number of fatalities and injuries is 
higher than the official statistics



Pedestrian deaths and injuries, like all road traffic crashes, should not be 
accepted as inevitable accidents because they are, in fact, both predictable 

and preventable.



Key risk factors 

• Vehicle speed

• Alcohol use

• Drug use

• Distraction

• Lack of safe infrastructure 

• Inadequate visibility

• Inadequate enforcement of traffic 
laws and regulations 



Systems Approach to Pedestrian Safety

Consideration of the many factors that 
expose pedestrians to risk = work in a 
collaborative collegial multi-industry / 

multidisciplinary team

• Law Enforcement

• Community Infrastructure

• Education

• Behaviour/Attitudes

• Car Manufacture

• Road Design

• Technology

• Health Profession




